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Background 

In the wake of World War II, an influx of veterans requiring medical care threatened to 
overwhelm the capacity of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to provide such care. In 1946, 
the VA began entering into affiliations with medical schools as one strategy to increase capacity 
both in the short term and in the long term. 1 In the short term, some trainees — in particular, those 
in the later years of training — may provide direct care to patients, thereby increasing provider 
capacity and patient access. In the long term, training physicians at the VA creates a pipeline for 
recruiting physicians as VA employees. 2 Current concerns about the VA’s capacity to provide 
access to care 3 have returned attention to the role of medical training at the VA. 4 



The VA's Involvement in Medical Training 

The VA is the largest provider of medical training in the United States and is involved in training 
at all levels: medical students, medical residents, and medical fellows (see Table l ). 5 



Table I.VA Medical Training at the Trainee Level (2013) 







Number in T raining (20 1 3) 


Trainee Type 


Description 


VA 


U.S. Total 
(including VA) 


Medical 

Students 


The VA serves as a site for clinical rotations during medical 
school; this is also called undergraduate medical education. 


21,540 


105,213 


Medical 

Residents 


Through affiliations with hospitals and academic medical 
centers, the VA serves as a training site for medical residents; 
this is also called graduate medical education (GME). 


40,420 


94,990 


Fellows 


Through affiliations with hospitals and academic medical 
centers, the VA serves as a training site for fellows 
(individuals who have completed residency training and are 
pursuing additional training in order to subspecialize.) 


253 


20,121 


Sources: 


VA data from U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. Office of Academic Affiliations, 


"Medical and 



Dental Education Program," http://www.va.gov/oaa/specialfellows/default.asp?p= I , website accessed June 5, 2014. 



1 See U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Policy Memorandum No. 2, Subject: Policy in Association of Veteran's 
Hospitals with Medical Schools, Washington, DC, January 30, 1946, http://www.va.gov/oaa/Archive/ 
PolicyMemo2.pdf. 

2 The VA reports that nearly 70% of VA physicians had trained at the VA prior to their employment. U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA). Office of Academic Affiliations, "Mission of the Office of Academic Affiliations," 
http://www.va.gov/oaa/specialfellows/default.asp?p=l, website accessed June 5, 2014. 

3 See, for example, CRS Report IN 10063, Wait Times for Veterans Health Not New, by Sidath Viranga Panangala; and 
Veterans Health Administration, "Interim Report: Review of Patient Wait Times, Scheduling Practices, and Alleged 
Patient Deaths at the Phoenix Health Care System," May 28, 2014, http://www.va.gov/oig/pubs/VAOIG-14-02603- 
178.pdf, website accessed June 2, 2014. 

4 The training of health care professionals is also one of the VA’s statutory missions; see 38 U.S.C. §7302. 

5 U.S. Congress, House Committee on Veterans' Affairs, Subcommittee on Health, Healthcare Professionals — 
Recruitment and Retention, 1 10th Cong., 1st sess., October 18, 2007 (Washington: GPO, 2008), p. 40. 
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